
PRESCHOOL PRESS  F.Y.I.                                                              November 17th-28th (2 Weeks) 2008 
 
**ItÕs almost Feast Day, and the children have been working very hard preparing for this special day! Please 
look over your Feast note and help prepare your child and his/her guest. Thanksgiving is a time for giving 
thanks for ALL we have (see ÒChallengingÓ reflection, attached). During this busy, hustling, bustling time of 
year, take some time out for yourself and your family, for you are all, truly, the GREATEST BLESSING!! 
  

**LETTER/COLOR: Our letter this week, AND NEXT Monday, November 24th, is ÒGgÓ. Our color for the 
month of November is “YELLOW”. Please remember to label any items that come from home. The week we 

return from Thanksgiving Break (December 1st/2nd), our letter of the week will be ÒHhÓ and our color for the 
month of December will be ÒREDÓ. 
 
**FIREFLY: December Firefly orders are due THIS Tuesday/Wednesday, November 18th/19th. If your order is 
a gift, please let us know, with a note, and we will bag it for you when it comes in! Thank you for your 
support!!  *THIS IS OUR LAST ORDER BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
 
**NO NEWSLETTER: There will be NO newsletter, next week, November 24th-28th. Thank you!! 
 
**PM CLASS: There WILL BE afternoon class on Monday, November 24th. (Elementary has ! day). 
  *There will be NO afternoon class on Tuesday, November 25th. The Feast will replace your class, that day. 
Thank you!! 
 
**THANKSGIVING FEAST: The preschool children will be hosting their annual Thanksgiving Feast NEXT 
Tuesday, November 25th. Our Feast will be in the schoolÕs Activities Room from 10:00 until 11:30 AM. We are 
inviting ALL CLASSES to attend. Each child is invited to bring one adult guest to join him/her.  
 
**FEAST DONATIONS: If you were asked to donate an item for the Feast, donations are due THIS 
Thursday/Friday, November  20th/21st. Miss Grace asked a few parents, if they would be able to help on the day 
of the Feast. Please let Miss Grace know, as soon as possible, if you are available.  
 
 **FEAST HELPERS: If you were asked to be one of our wonder-parents to help with the Thanksgiving Feast 
on Tuesday morning, November 25th, your help is needed from 8:45 AM until 12:15 PM (ish). PLEASE bring 
your donations that morning. Thank you!! 
  
**FEAST REMINDERS:  
 *Please make sure your child and guest know to come to the SchoolÕs Activities Room and NOT the 
classroom. When your child and guest arrive, they may take off their coats and hang them on the coat rack. 
 *There will be bags containing your childÕs Feast items, on the table. The bags will be labeled. Please 
have your childÕs guest take these items to a decorated table, choose a place to sit and put the costumes on. 
 *After everyone has arrived, your child and guest will be welcomed and invited to ÒCome togetherÓ to 
join a friendship circle in the Gym, for songs and a prayer. Then we EAT!! 
 * Children and guests are invited to visit the classroom, after the Feast. We hope everyone has a 
wonderful time and a Happy Thanksgiving! Thank you for your help!! 
 
**ACHATZ: Achatz orders MUST be picked up at school THIS Tuesday (ONLY),  November 18th at 3-4 
PM, in the afternoon. Many items are frozen, so, please plan accordingly. Thank you for your support!!                                            
 
**B ABY: A big CONGRATULATIONS goes out to Kaleb Edwards (4 Day PM class) and his family on their 
new addition to the family!! Troy Lincoln was born last Monday, November 10th, at 8:36 AM. Troy was  
8lbs. 7 oz. and 22 inches long. Mom and baby are doing fine!! Kaleb says he likes being the big brother. May 
God continue to bless their family! 



 
**PICTURE RE-TAKES: Picture Re-Take day will be Tuesday, December 2nd, 9:00 AM (ONLY). This is the 
Tuesday AFTER Thanksgiving Break. If you would like to have your childÕs school pictures re-taken, if your 
child was absent or you missed the last picture day, please plan to come to school at 9:00 AM. Mr. Moran will 
only be here a short time that morning.   
  **In order to have re-takes, you MUST bring your child’s complete previous, undesired photo package 
with you. Thank you. 
 
**SANTAÕS SECRET SHOPPE: Each year, St. MaryÕs School offers the children a chance to Christmas shop 
for their family, in SantaÕs Secret Shop. ÒSantaÕs ElvesÓ would like to extend an invitation to the preschool 
children. The Santa Shop will be open Thursday, December 4th and Friday, December 5th. If you wish to 
have your child visit SantaÕs Shoppe, we ask that your childÕs adult take him/her, after class.   

T*Th AM Class......................Thursday, December 4th.............................11:15 - 11:45 AM 
M-Th PM ClassÉÉÉÉÉ..Thursday, December 4thÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ..3:00 - 3:30 PM 
M*W*F AM Class..................Friday, December 5th.................................11:15 - 11:45 AM 

  *SantaÕs Shoppe will be located in the schoolÕs Activities Room. If there is a school class shopping, when you 
get there, please let them finish before you take your child shopping. Thank you for your help! 

 
**SANTAÕS SECRET SHOPPE NEEDS YOUR HELP!!: SantaÕs Secret Shoppe is in need of wrapping 
paper/bags, gift tags and tape. If you have any of these items and you wish to donate them, PLEASE drop them 
off at preschool before Wednesday, December 3rd. Your donations are greatly appreciated!! 
 
**SCRAP BOOK: Christmas is just around the corner! If you have always wanted to scrapbook, but have never 
had the time, money, energy, etc., please consider ordering one! These books are One Picture-Per-Page Scrap 
Books. They are 8 !Õ X 11Õ is size, and cost $24.00 each. Cheri creates these fabulous books for all occasions!! 
She has many in stock or you can have one personalized, for a small added charge. Some books may require 14 
days for delivery. If you would like to order, please call Cheri Schweihofer (JuliaÕs Mom (4 day class))  
@ 329-5964 BEFORE 8 PM. 
 
**CHRISTMAS GIVING: Attached to this newsletter is a copy of information on the SamaritanÕs Purse 
ÒOperation Christmas ChildÓ Shoe Box Gifts collection. Please read it over (Original flyers are on the preschool 
cubbies). The National collection begins Monday, November 17th and goes through next Monday, November 
24th. If you choose to participate, donations may be dropped off at  
The First United Methodist Church at 415 N. 3rd St. St. Clair. Their phone number is 800-493-0869.      

Drop off times are: 
Mon. & Tues., 11/17 & 11/18ÉÉ..9 AM-4:00 PM 
Wed. & Thurs., 11/ 19 & 11/20ÉÉ6 PM-8 PM 
Friday 11/21ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ.9 AM Ð 12 Noon 
Saturday 11/22ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ.11 AM -2 PM 
Sunday 11/23ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ9 -10 AM 
Monday 11/24ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ...No Collecting  

 
**SUPPORT PROGAM: If you have not returned your Support Program Contract, this is the form in which you 
sign up to volunteer 4 hours of your time, please fill it out and return it A.S.A.P. If you are not sure if you 
sent it in or you have miss-placed it, please see Miss Grace. Thank you for your ÒsupportÓ!!  
 
**CLOTHES: The weather is getting cooler. ItÕs time to check your childÕs backpack to make sure it contains 
the appropriate clothing. Thank you!! 
 
**COVER: With the change in the weather, comes coughs and sneezes. We are teaching your child to cover 
those sneezes and coughs with their forearm or a tissue and not with their bare hands. Please help by teaching 
this technique at home. Thank you for your help!! 



 
**ENCOURAGE: Please keep helping to encourage your child to put his/her own name shape in the box as 
well as, put their own belongings on their hook. Your child learns responsibility, how to follow directions, and a 
feeling of independence. You are doing a GREAT JOB!! 
 
**JOBS: Thank you for signing up to help out the preschool classroom. Preschool will be depending on you to 
follow through during the school year. The list will remain up in the hall, as a reminder. Thank you for your 
help!! 
 
**CHANGES?: Please make sure Miss Grace is aware of any changes that affect your childÕs file, throughout 
the year. (For example: new address, new phone number, changes in health insurance, job change, etc.) Thank 
you for your help! 
 
 

***FROM THE SCHOOL NEWSLETTER*** 
 
 
**TOY DRIVE: The 8th Grade Confirmation class is having a Toy Drive. Please the attached sheet for more 
information!! Thank you for your support!! 
 
**NEWSPAPER/RETURNABLE  CAN & BOTTLE DRIVE: Our next paper/returnable can & bottle drive is 
the weekend of December 6th-7th. The truck will be located in the parking lot across from the church for you to 
drop off newspapers. DonÕt forget your bottles and cans, too! Thank you for your continued support!! 
 
**YEARBOOK: St. MaryÕs Class of 2009 (8th Grade) is requesting your support of the Spartan Annual 
yearbook through advertising. If have a business or service serving St. Clair and the surrounding communities, 
we encourage you to show your support of the St. MaryÕs School ministry by helping make this yearÕs Spartan 
Annual as special as ever. You can reserve advertising space by bringing in your advertising copy and any logos 
with a check for: 
  $15.00ÉBusiness Card          $25.00É1/4 Page 

$50.00É1/2 Page  $100.00..Full Page 
to the school office ÒAttention: Mr. Muneio: Spartan Annual yearbook advertisingÓ. Deadline is January 14th, 
2009. As always, thank you for your generous support and may God Bless you! 
 
**PARENT ADVERTISING: St. MaryÕs Parents! Get your personal ads in for your child for this yearÕs 
Spartan Annual Yearbook! Costs of the ads are the same as above. We encourage you to include pictures and 
whatever special message you would like to share with your child for their great accomplishments. Please direct 
any advertising purchases to the school office and ÒMr. Muneio: Spartan Annual YearbookÓ. Deadline is  
January 14th, 2009.  
 
* *TURKEYS IN COGNITO!: ItÕs that time of year again when the poor turkey becomes an endangered 
species! Mrs. BorwickÕs Kindergarten class have devised a way to protect their feathered friends! Be sure to 
check out the disguises the students thought up to fool the unwary hunters! DonÕt tell, but the turkeys can be 
found on the board, outside the Kindergarten classroom! 
 
**LUNCHEON: If anyone is interested/able to donate a dish to the upcoming ÒFall Teacher LuncheonÓ to be 
held NEXT Monday, November 24th, from 12-1 PM, in the Community Center,  please contact Theresa 
Kukawka @ 329-2549. We are looking for donations of homemade soups, casseroles, salads, breads and 
desserts. The teachers appreciate this luncheon very much! Thank you, in advance, for your support and 
generosity and for helping out the ÒHospitality ChicksÓ!  
 



**ALL -SCHOOL AUCTION: SAVE THE DATE!!!! St. MaryÕs All-School Auction will be on Saturday, 
February 7th, 2009!! Anyone interested in giving of their time and/or talents to help organize this wonderful 
Auction PLEASE consider joining our committee! Its loads of FUN!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! PLEASE call Trish Grabowski 
@ 364-1425 to help make this event a huge success!!! Thank you!!! 
 
**FREE GAS!!: Here is your chance to win FREE GAS!! PLEASE support this fundraiser by purchasing your 
Speedway Gas Card Raffle ticket(s), today!! Tickets are just $5.00 each! Tickets may be purchased in the 
school office! The drawing is January 30th, 2009!! The prize is $1,250.00 in gas cards!!!!!!!!!!!!!! God Luck and 
thank you for your support!! 
 
**TARGET: If you shop at Target stores, you can help St. MaryÕs School!! TargetÕs Take Charge of Education 
program donates up to 1% of purchases to the school of your choice. St. MaryÕs recently received a check for 
$303.33! To enroll in the program, visit www.Target.com/tcoe or call 1-800-316-6142. Please pass on the info. 
Thank you for your support!! 
 
**MEIJER COMMUNITEE AWARDS NEWS: Beginning in October, you can earn ÒDouble RewardsÓ at 
Meijer!! During this period when Meijer Community Rewards members shop at Meijer and scan their Meijer 1 
Card or their linked Meijer Credit Card, they will receive double rewards for their organization! If they use 
their linked Meijer Credit Card they will receive a total of 2% and if they use cash or a PIN-based debit card, 
they will receive a total of 1%. 
 
**LUNCH TIME HELP NEEDED: WonÕt someone please help us during the lunch hour?! We are desperately 
looking for men and/or women who could help supervise our children during lunch time (Noon until 1:00 PM) 
both in the lunch room and on the playground. This a volunteer position for people who love children and want 
to help keep them safe. If you can help, even 1 day a week, please call Dani Jarnot @ 367-8130. Thank you!! 
 
**SCRIP: Please consider supporting our school and help lower your tuition, by using the SCRIP certificate 
program. SCRIP is a NO COST fund-raiser!! SCRIP selling schedule is as follows: 
      Every Sunday: after the 7:30 and 9:30 AM Masses, sold in the Church basement.  
      Tuesday: any order dropped off in the school office by 9:00 AM will be available for pick up after noon. 
      Wednesday: 8:30-9:30 AM (Cash & Carry)Ésold in room 103                                                                                                                                                                             
      Thursday & Friday: 2:30-3:30 PM (Cash & Carry). ..sold in room 103. 
      ANYTIME:  Fill out a form and drop it, with your check, in the SCRIP box in the school office/ or to Miss 
Grace. All you need to do, to benefit from this program, is to take a little time to plan ahead. Thank you!!!!!! 
 
**RECYCLE: NO COST fund-raiser to help us earn money for the school. Please donate your used ink-jet and 
laser printer cartridges and cell phones to school. All brands and manufacturers are accepted. Please put 
cartridges in a box. Cell phones do not have to have cords or chargers. Donations may be dropped off in the 
Activities Room, of the school or the Rectory. We would like to invite businesses to come on board with us! 
Please call Julie Beach (329-4984) or Barb Eves (329-4981) to supply a box for your business or company. 
Thank you for supporting this no cost fund raiser, for our school! 
 
**SAV E: Our school collects Campbell food and soup labels and Boxtops for Education boxtops, as well as, 
Nestles Pure Life, Purified Water and Nestle Pure Life Natural Fruit Flavored Water beverage labels. Please 
drop them off in the containers on top of the cubbies or in the containers in the schoolÕs Activities Room. Thank 
you for your support!!  
 
**MEIJER AWARDS: Be sure to sign up for the Meijer Community Rewards Program! There are flyers in the 
office with information on applying for the rewards program or visit Meijer.com/rewards for more information. 
St. Mary’s rewards fund # is 889230. Thank you!  
 
 



**SHOP ON-LINE???: When you shop online-think Box Tops!! Start every online shopping trip at the  
Box Tops for Education Marketplace. St. MaryÕs Catholic School will receive a donation of up to 8% back on 
every qualifying purchase, up to $20,000.00 per year Ð at no additional cost to you! Over 80 major retailers 
participated in this program. Visit www.btfe.com for more information. Please pass on the info., and thank you 
for your support!! 
 
**FAMILY: Preschool is part of the St. MaryÕs School family. An all-school newsletter is offered on-line at 
stmarysstclair.org/school. Please feel free to check it out and familiarize yourself with your Ònew extended 
familyÓ. Click on our PRESCHOOL LINK and see your Preschool Press and Handbook!! 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 

********CALENDAR OF EVENTS********  
(changes may occur) 

 
TÉÉÉÉÉÉÉNovember 18 thÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ...Achatz Orders Delivered In Afternoon - 3 PM 
T&WÉÉÉÉÉ.November 18th & 19thÉÉÉÉÉ....December Firefly Orders Due  
Th&FÉÉÉÉÉ.Nov. 20 th & 21stÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ.ÉFeast Donations Due  
MÉÉÉÉÉÉ...November 24 thÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ...FULL DAY of PreschoolÉElementary Half Day  
TÉÉÉÉÉÉÉNovember 25 thÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ...Preschool Thanksgiving Feast 10 -11:30 AMÉ.For ALL  
W-SunÉÉÉÉÉNov. 26 th-30thÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉNO SCHOOL ~ Thanksgiving Break  
M&TÉÉÉÉÉ.Dec. 1 st & 2ndÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ.Classes Resume   
T AM (ONLY)É. .December 2ndÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ.Picture Retake Day  9 AM ONLY   *You MUST  

Return Your Complete, Unwanted Packet 
Th&FÉÉÉÉÉ.Dec. 4 th & 5thÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ.SantaÕs Secret ShopÉ.Preschool Visits After Class  
Sat&SunÉÉÉÉ.Dec. 6 th & 7thÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉNewspaper/Can/Bottle Drive  
Th&FÉÉÉÉÉ.Dec. 11 th & 12thÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ.Gifts From ÒSantaÓ Due (Info. To Come)  
MÉÉÉÉÉÉ...December 15 thÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉFull Afternoon Preschool Class 
T(AM)&WÉÉÉDecember 16 th & 17thÉÉÉÉÉÉ.Preschool Christmas Parties (Info. To Come) 
ThÉÉÉÉÉÉ..December 18 thÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉNo PreschoolÉClean and Reorganize Classroom  
Th-SunÉÉÉÉ...Dec. 18 th- Jan.3rdÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉPreschool Christmas Break  
M&TÉÉÉÉÉ.Jan. 5 th & 6th, 2009ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ.Classes Resume  
 
**This week we will be sending home a few Thanksgiving color pages, just for fun!! Thanksgiving break 
begins NEXT Wednesday, November 26th. Classes resume Monday/Tuesday, December 1st/2nd. Have a couple 
of wonderful, reflecting, thankful weeks and a Blessed Thanksgiving!! 
 
**THOUGHT: There are three kinds of giving; grudge giving, duty giving and thanks giving. 
Grudge giving says, “I hate to”: Duty giving says, “I ought to”: and Thanks giving says,  
“I WANT to”. Robert Rodenmeyer 
 
God Bless!!  
Miss Grace, Ms. Carol and Ms. Doreen 
 


