St. Mary’s Religious Education Program

800 Orchard St., St. Clair, MI 48079   (810) 329-7801

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 9am—3pm (and during class times)
Class times:  Sundays—10:45am-noon & Tuesdays—5pm-6:15pm
Welcome!

St. Mary’s Religious Education Office wishes to extend a heartfelt welcome to all of our families.   We look forward to helping your children learn that together we can make God’s word become the central value in which we live our lives in our homes, at school, and in our parish community.  Please feel free to drop in at any time and/or call with any concerns you may have.

St. Mary’s Religious Education Office

Together with you at home, we will guide all of our parish children to encounter The Word of God in our world by reaching out to others, working for justice, appreciating daily blessings, and being attentive to others.  

Mrs. Mary Beth Blum serves as our Director of Religious Education, being assisted by Mrs. Maralene Brothers in the office.  Our hopes are that we can work together to assure that every aspect of your family’s Religious Education runs as smoothly as possible.  Our office will keep each and every family updated as much as we possibly can with whatever news needs to be passed along.  Please refer to the weekly church bulletin and our church website at www.stmarysstclair.org for program information and important dates.  
Registering

Families who had children enrolled in the previous year will be mailed home a             registration form in the spring.  Families new to the parish or registering for the first time (e.g. with the oldest child entering 1st grade) have two options for registering—  1. call our office and have a registration form mailed, or 2. print a registration form from our parish religious education website.  Because of availability of classrooms and volunteers, our class size is limited.  It is important that you register your child(ren) as soon as possible if you wish for a certain day/time to attend, as we fill classes on a “first-come-first-served” basis.  Registration is closed after October 5th.  
Some helpful facts about our program:

Classes are held for grades 1-8 on Tuesdays from 5pm-6:15pm, and on Sundays from 10:45am-noon.  There is a small fee for Religious Education classes.  Payments can be made throughout the year, and there are scholarships are available for families in need.   Families are not turned away because payment cannot be made.  SCRIP gift cards can be purchased and the profit can be used toward paying off Religious Education tuition.  Call if you would like more information mailed to you about the SCRIP program.  Parents of Eucharist and Confirmation candidates MUST present a Baptismal Certificate to the Rel. Ed. Office upon registering their child for classes.  

What do my children learn?
Scope and Sequence of Grades 1-8

Grades 1-8 use a text called Faith First.  This particular text uses an approach called “spiraling.”  This means that one topic (such as the bible, sacraments, church history, etc.) is NOT focused on for an entire year.  Instead, all of the topics are interwoven throughout each grade level as would be appropriate for that grade.  The Faith First series is divided into three main parts: Doctrine, Scripture, and Liturgical Seasons.  The idea is that all of these concepts will be reviewed and added onto on a consistent basis so that students are less likely to forget what they have learned.

Doctrines

The doctrines taught in Faith First are developmentally presented to help students 

recognize that what we believe, how we worship, how we live, and how we pray make a difference in our lives.

Scriptures

The Scriptures are the heart of Christian life.  For this reason, Scripture is included in every chapter in Faith First.  Each unit has Scripture chapters that include studying the Bible background, reading a complete Scripture story, and deepening students’ understanding of the meaning of the story.  Through these Scripture chapters, students will grow in their knowledge of God’s Word.

Liturgical Seasons

Learning about and celebrating the cycle of the liturgical year helps children to take part in these seasons more fully.  The lessons about the liturgical seasons also provide the opportunity for students to reflect weekly on God’s presence with us throughout time and history.

Preparation for Sacraments

Eucharist/Grade 2

In addition to the material covered in the textbook, the 2nd graders will learn to celebrate the presence of Jesus in the Eucharist.  The importance of the Mass is stressed throughout the year.  The two principle parts of the Mass, Liturgy of the Word and Eucharist, will be explained.  Each student will grow in his/her desire to receive Jesus.  Individual readiness will determine the reception of the Holy Eucharist.  All 2nd graders and their parents will participate in a First Communion retreat.

Reconciliation/Grade 2

Children are prepared for Reconciliation in grade 2.  Students learn about the formation of his/her own Christian conscience, so as to grow in moral awareness.  The student is taught to examine his/her own life actions in light of Jesus’ examples.  Bible stories are used to present examples of the effect of sin and to understand the difference between accident, mistake, and sin, and how important it is to choose God’s way-the right way.  All 2nd graders and their parents will participate in a First Reconciliation retreat.  All children in 2nd grade who will be celebrating First Eucharist will celebrate First Reconciliation in 2nd grade as well.  

Confirmation/Grade 8

Through Confirmation preparation, each student will explore how to live out and 

renew Baptism promises while deciding how to be open to receiving God and the Holy Spirit.  Morality and Christian character issues will also be focused on during this time.  

Students in 8th grade will participate in a retreat, have a one-on-one interview with a parish pastoral minister, volunteer their time through a variety of Christian service projects, and participate in other activities to round out their preparation year.

Home Assignments

Students may be given brief home assignments each week.  Parents are asked to discuss materials covered in class and help children by re-enforcing what was learned during class time.  Text books are to be taken home each week so parents can review material as needed.  As always, we ask that parents help with prayer work at home also.

Attendance

Student attendance policy is as follows:  Students are allowed to miss 6 sessions per year; 3 in the first half of the year before Christmas and 3 in the second half of the year after Christmas.  Absences that exceed this number will be addressed by the director and/or pastor.  When a  student is absent, we ask that the  absence BE PHONED IN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE (329-7801) before classes begin.  Please state the child’s name, grade, and reason for absence.  This information can be left on our answering machine if we are unable to take your call.  Those who are absent are responsible for their missed lessons and any make-up work.  Out of  concern for their safety, if you cannot call, then our volunteer secretary will be calling you.  Please save us the call!

Promptness

Classes begin at 5pm on Tuesdays and 10:45am on Sundays.  Please make 

every effort to be on time for class and after class for pick up.  If your child arrives after classes have begun, he/she must pick up a tardy slip in the Rel. Ed. Office in order to be admitted to class.  

Pick-up Procedure

Pick up is at 6:15pm on Tuesday and noon on Sunday.  Please make every effort to be here on time.  Children will enter and exit through the main lobby doors (on Orchard or through the parking lot) ONLY!  Please park your car when waiting for your children.  All 1st and 2nd grade children will be dismissed at the door of their classroom to an adult or sibling.  Older students may meet their parents at a prearranged spot.  Please drive carefully...many little ones are being dismissed at one time.  Instruct your children to always walk and look for moving cars.  Also remind them to come find a teacher if they cannot find you!  

Special Request For Early Dismissal

NO STUDENT MAY LEAVE THE BUILDING BEFORE DISMISSAL TIMES WITHOUT A NOTE SIGNED BY A PARENT OR GUARDIAN.  The student must present the note to their catechist, then bring it to the Religious Ed. Office (Room 104).  We need to be informed ALWAYS of the whereabouts of all students.  Students in grades 1 & 2 who are leaving early must be picked up in their classroom by an adult or older sibling.  Students in grades 3-8 who are leaving early must inform the office before exiting the building that they are leaving.

Emergency Closings

TUESDAYS—The Rel. Ed.  Department policy is that when East China school buses do not run and/or school is cancelled because of poor weather conditions, we will NOT have classes that evening.  If we decide to cancel Tuesday classes during the day while classes are in on a Tuesday, we will call all necessary schools to ask them to announce our   cancellation.  We also call local radio stations, leave a message on our recorder, and place signs on the doors in case one of our messages failed to reach you.  

SUNDAYS—If the decision has been made to cancel classes on Sundays due to weather, we will attempt to get the message out in several ways.  We will have an announcement made in church, notices will be posted on the main doors, and our answering machine will have an announcement.  Also, a call from our office or your child’s catechist should also come to your home that morning.   

